
MYART Mainstage: The Nuts & Bolts
Thank you so much for your interest in joining MYART, we are thrilled that you are here. Below is our
“Nuts & Bolts” which is a comprehensive guide of what to know, what to do, and what to expect by
being a cast member or a parent of a MYART MainStage show.
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Every Child is a Star
At MYART, we believe strongly in the concept of inclusiveness. We believe that everyone who registers
for a mainstage show and participates in the scheduled rehearsals is a star. Because of this, all
participants who register and pay the fee are guaranteed a place in our ensemble. This is the most
important part of the MYART experience.

OPEN REHEARSAL
Open Rehearsal
Come One Come All!!! Open Rehearsal is a period of two or three weeks during which we introduce the
potential cast to the show material, play games, get to know one another, and begin the grouping
process. This is a chance for you to get a feel for the MYART experience without any financial obligation.
During the Open Rehearsal weeks, unregistered children are welcome to attend, and parents are free to
watch rehearsals. On these days, just bring your child to the appropriate grade level time slot, get a
name tag, and meet the team. The open rehearsal times are listed on the main show page on
www.myart.org

Once Open Rehearsal is closed, it’s cast only in the room and parents may no longer observe. All
registration paperwork is due along with the registration payment when the open rehearsal is closed.

For parents and kids new to MYART, the Open Rehearsal/Registration weeks can seem hectic. Typically
a lot will be going on: returning cast members will be excited to see each other, and will be loud and
playing nearby. MYART staff will be getting everything set up and ready to start a new show. It’s a great
energy but can seem chaotic. Because of this, there will always be a team of parent volunteers available
to help you through the first weeks, the registration process, and throughout the entire show!

The Rehearsal Experience
Rehearsals are organized and taught by both professional and volunteer staff. Throughout the rehearsal
process students receive instruction in all areas of theater craft and are evaluated on their development
as individuals and as ensemble members. Each child’s growth in the program is largely determined by
their willingness to challenge themselves. As they gain experience they are assigned more
responsibilities within the company. Alumni are encouraged to act as peer advisors and role models for
younger and/or newer cast. Cast who show an interest in pursuing a theatrical career, whether in an
acting or a technical capacity, are encouraged to expand their knowledge and experience. Song, Dance,
Acting & Games: Often, but not always, the first rehearsal is spent playing theater games. The purpose
of the games is to teach teamwork, inspire creativity, and for the children to get to know one another.
After theater games have finished, rehearsal moves to song, dance, and acting. The focus of rehearsals
from then on will remain on song, dance, and acting. For new children, the songs and dances can seem
like a lot of information to learn. However, in time they become accustomed to learning them and the
process gets easier.
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What to Wear & Bring to Rehearsal

● Wear loose comfortable clothes and comfortable shoes that don’t restrict your movement.
● Your script. Seems obvious, but some people don’t think they need their script. You always need

your script.
○ Flashcards are sometimes needed/required depending on the show and/or role of the

child. Having these available is beneficial.
● Pencils with erasers (multiples). Never write blocking or any other notes in pen. Everything will

change, especially in the early stages of rehearsal. Things will change over and over again. Be
prepared to take notes and to erase them.

● Highlighter. You’ll use it to highlight any lines you missed when you highlighted your script as
well as any other important information you’re given.

● Ideas and energy. You get out of rehearsals what you put into them.
● Questions. Are there parts of the script you don’t understand? Were you unsure about what

direction you should take? Keep a question list in your script.
● An open mind. If you’ve done your homework you’ll have formed some strong viewpoints about

your character and the show. These views might conflict with the views of the director or your
other actors. Keep your mind open to everyone’s ideas. This is a team effort and your show will
become a balance of what everyone brings to the table.

Behavior and Homework Expectations

Expected Behavior: Noise levels in the rehearsal room can be challenging, all cast members need to
stay quiet and pay attention when appropriate. Even whispered conversations become disruptive if there
are enough of them. The cast, regardless of age or ability is expected to follow all rules and treat
everyone with respect and kindness. Parents need to communicate with their children the importance of
their behavior while attending rehearsal.

Homework: Students need to practice the material they are taught during rehearsal at home. Ensemble
rehearsals are a week apart. In the intervening week, it is easy for a student to forget what they were
taught. If students spend just a few minutes each day reviewing the material the next rehearsal will be
more effective. When the director has to re-teach material, it takes time away from learning new
material, which may have an impact on the cast being fully prepared by show time.

What if Mainstage isn’t for us?
The show may not be for you, and that’s ok - we will see you at the next one, or perhaps you would be
interested in another MYART program like Showcase Troupe, Blackbox Shows, Summer Camp, or attend
a school where we provide an after school program. Visit our MYART Main Page for more information
about those programs.
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REGISTRATION PROCESS
Once you have decided to join the show, MYART offers in-person and online registration.

In-Person Registration
During the Open Rehearsal period, parent volunteers set up a registration table to provide you with all
the required paperwork for the cast member. The parent volunteers are also there to answer any
questions about the show or the process. All paperwork and registration payments are due no later
than the last Open Rehearsal Day.

Code of Conduct form
Photo Release form
Show Shirt form
Conflict form (used to provide any dates the cast member will not be able to attend a rehearsal
or performance) *these can be turned in throughout the show run but as soon as possible when
you know of a conflict.
Excused School Absence form (used if the cast member will need to miss any part of their school
day to perform at the Field Trip show)

Welcome
The MYART program
Registration
Emergency
Payment plan
Scholarship application
Fundraising

Friend referrals
Photo and video policy
Actor participation guidelines
Rules and goals
New participant guide
The audition process
The role of parental volunteers

Online Registration
Go to the Online Registration Page to fill out all primary information and submit payment no later than
the final Open Rehearsal day. A few additional forms are required to be physically completed and
turned in.

Code of Conduct form
Photo Release form
Show Shirt form
Conflict form (used to provide any dates the cast member will not be able to attend a rehearsal
or performance) *these can be turned in throughout the show run but as soon as possible when
you know of a conflict.
Excused School Absence form (used if the cast member will need to miss any part of their school
day to perform at the Field Trip show)
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GET CONNECTED
Communication Methods
Now that you have registered it’s time to get plugged in so you receive all communication messages.
MYART uses several methods to keep the cast informed.

Downloadable Documents: Location where all documentation is added, this is the primary place
to go if you are looking for the schedule, the costume list, registration documents, and all
handouts. It is updated often for your convenience. From the MYART main page go to Mainstage
Shows then select the show. Scroll down to the bottom, and you will see the Downloadable
Documents CLICK HERE. Direct Link is here Downloadable Documents
Facebook: MYART hosts a dedicated Facebook group page for every show. Navigate to MYART
Facebook Page or search for MYART on Facebook. Once in, navigate to Groups > search for the
show name > request to Join Group. Wizard of Oz Facebook Group Direct Link
Remind App: The Remind App is used to send important updates, assignments, and information
for the show. There are two ways to join Remind.

Please click on the Remind Link to join our class. (For reference, our class code is
@myartwi.).
Text class code @myartwi to 81010 to request a join

Follow MYART on Social Media

Who Do You Contact?
Email Dana: for general questions about the show, fees, or registrationdhemyart@gmail.com
information.
Message Brenna: message Brenna Hanlen via private message on Facebook/Instagram for any
time-sensitive or personal messages, i.e., running late or day of absence.
Post on the Group's Facebook page: This is the best way to get answers to your general questions
from multiple sources. Many of the committee parents monitor the group page, so this is the usual go-to
for all parents. Specific questions related to you or your child should not be posted on Facebook, those
should be directed to Dana/Brenna directly and privately.
Parent Committee: We have a robust parent committee that is here for any of your questions. Our goal
is to be there for you, especially for any new cast members/parents who have never been through a
Mainstage show. It can be tricky to navigate, and we want you to be successfully informed.
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Committee Members: All committee members have an overall knowledge of the show, but they also
have individual areas of knowledge when you have specific questions. A best practice is to tag them in a
FaceBook post if you have a specific question.

Committee Parent Contact Information Area of Knowledge

Nicole Thomas Strattman (949) 633-9273 | Nicole.Strattman@gmail.com Volunteer Coordinator

Parastou Tehrani (818) 324-6975 | patooloo@gmail.com General Knowledge

Candace Long-Lerno (714) 345-0135 | clonglerno@gmail.com Fundraising / Field Trip Show

Jackie King (562) 965-7686 | tbd General Knowledge

Rebekah Hasheminejad (714) 743-2903 | bexhash18@gmail.com Communication (Remind)

Kerran Coffman Lakin (562) 755-4963 | klakin03@icloud.com General Knowledge

Cori Rex Shanahan (714) 851-4577 | corishanahan@yahoo.com General Knowledge

Susan Gerardi tbd Costume Designer

Valorie Sucatre tbd | valishs@aol.com General Knowledge

Kym Forester (949) 228-8650 | ksforester@gmail.com General Knowledge

GROUPING | MIXING & MATCHING | SCHEDULING
Grouping
Initial Grouping: During Open Rehearsal, the children are grouped by grade level. A typical grouping is:

● K through 3rd
● 4th through 6th
● 7th and up

Permanent Grouping: On the last day of Open Rehearsal [Grouping Day] the children are re-grouped
into smaller ensemble groups. The number of groups depends on the size of the cast and the particular
needs of the show. The children will perform a previously taught song and dance in smaller groups for
the director, who will asses them by size, age, and ability. The child will then be assigned to their
permanent ensemble group. A typical ensemble grouping is:

● ​Amber (the youngest)
● Burgundy

● Cherry
● Daisy
● Emerald (the oldest)

Note: Occasionally the director will pick grouping names related to the show. For example in Peter Pan the groups
might be named "Sun, Moon, Stars" and so forth. In The Wizard of Oz, the names might be "Lions, Tigers, Bears"
and so on.
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On Grouping Day, your child will receive a revised rehearsal schedule or handout with the name of their
group. This group is their permanent group throughout ensemble rehearsals and once we get into the
theater. Your child and yourself must know which group they are in, it is the basis for many
communications, costume requirements, scheduling, and Facebook posts.

Mixing & Matching
Once Grouping Day is complete, the director, musical director, and choreographer will begin teaching
students material specific to their group. Each group is taught separate but similar material that will all
come together for the entire cast when they begin Run-Thru’s (running entire scenes or Acts with the
majority of the cast).

The Schedule
The most recent schedule can always be found on Downloadable Documents, and we host a Google
Calendar that will also provide the schedule on your mobile calendar; a link is provided on the Show
Facebook page to get started.

The schedule can be tricky to read or understand at first, but if you have any questions, please reach out
on Facebook or to one of our Parent Committee Members for assistance. Reminder, members of the
committee are always there during the Open Rehearsal rehearsal days, but are on deck to answer any
questions you may have about the schedule or anything else.

The rehearsal schedule is likely to change as the show progresses and comes together. This may mean
additional rehearsals (especially for lead roles) or different start/end times. Remember, if you are unable
to make a rehearsal or performance, you must complete a conflict form and turn it in. Conflict forms are
available on Downloadable Documents, and on the director table during all rehearsal sessions.

MANDATORY PARENT INVOLVEMENT
Parent Involvement
Parent involvement is mandatory for all cast members. The show relies on at least one parent
participating in the show. There are plenty of roles to fit any level of experience, from first-time to
veteran parents. For more on the Parent expectations, see the Parent Involvement section of this
document.

Parent Meetings
We hold up to four mandatory parent meetings throughout the show:

1. Before Lead Casting & Auditions review the casting process and provide general information
about the show to any new cast families.
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2. Before Costume Check to review the costume details for each ensemble group, and the lead
costume requirements.

3. Mid Way to discuss in more detail the parent roles and expectations, and Tech Week
approaching

4. Sunday of Tech Week (at the theater) where all volunteers will meet with the Chair to review the
schedule and requirements for the roles.

LEAD ROLE CASTING & AUDITION PROCESS
Lead Casting Overview
Auditions are not a requirement for mainstage shows. All paid (or on a payment plan) and registered
children are automatically in the ensemble cast. However, if they want a lead role, they must audition
for it during the open audition/casting process, which typically occurs between the 3rd and 4th week of
rehearsals. The MYART Casting process provides every participant an equal opportunity to shine. Lead
roles, which feature spoken lines and/or solo singing, are multi-cast, with several people sharing the
role. This provides the opportunity for more of our cast to participate as leads. Both the child and parent
need to understand the additional financial and time commitment if cast in a lead role; there is a lead
role fee, as well as up to three additional rehearsals each week for most Leads. It’s best to review the
initial schedule and fees before committing to the casting process.

Open Audition | Casting Process
The Open Audition and Casting process consists of the following: Audition Homework, Attending
Auditon Prep, Audition, Call Backs, Posting Results. Audition Prep, Audition, Call Backs, and Posting
Result dates will be noted on the rehearsal schedule.

1. Complete Audition Homework: Audition homework involves taking some time to learn about
the character. It may involve writing notional diary entries, drawing pictures, or other exercises
that involve imagining yourself as the character. This time-honored show business practice is a
very important first step toward presenting a convincing characterization. Completed homework
must be handed in by the time of auditions. Homework materials will be available during
ensemble rehearsals.

2. Attend Audition Prep: Not mandatory, but highly recommended, audition prep sessions are held
about a week before auditions, usually on a weeknight. The director, choreographer, and music
director may all be in attendance. Auditioners are given a chance to become familiar with the
portions of the script and songs they will perform during auditions. Additionally, insights are
provided as to what will be “looked for” during auditions. While it may be possible for some
experienced candidates to be cast without attending Audition Prep, the chances of a successful
outcome are always bettered by the extra preparation.

3. Audition: Familiarity breeds success when evaluating auditions, two very important qualities to
the overall impression left by the candidate are:

a. The familiarity and the corresponding ease in delivering song, dance, and dialogue.
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b. The level of energy and enthusiasm that go along with it.
4. Call Backs: The director or staff may need more information upon which to base their casting

decisions. When this happens, they often “call back” several of the candidates to a second
audition. A Call Back list will be posted in Downloadable Documents within a day or two after
Auditions. Cast members on that list will return for the Call Back date.

a. The director may call back for a role you did not audition for, please check all roles on the
call-back sheet.

b. It is quite possible to be cast in a role without being called back. The director may cast an
auditioner after having seen them only once. Likewise, being called back does not
guarantee that the auditioner will be cast.

5. Posting of Results: When the casting decisions are complete the cast list is posted in
Downloadable Documents. Much excitement and a few tears are usually generated at this point.
It is important for parents to be supportive and to reinforce our credo, that every cast member is
a star and that lead roles would not exist without the hard work and perseverance of the entire
ensemble cast.

6. Challenging Casting Decisions: If At First They Don’t Succeed…Those not cast in a lead role can
ask the director if they may “challenge” for the role. If the role is not yet full and if the director
believes challenging may be beneficial to the auditioner, she will grant permission. Challengers
must attend all pertinent lead rehearsals and learn all the dialogue, blocking, and choreography
for the role, just as if they had been cast. Challengers will audition again on a date set by the
director. If the director believes the challenger has successfully mastered the role she may cast
them. The director will tell the challenger of her decision immediately. This process teaches the
importance of determination and perseverance.

COSTUMES
Costume Guidelines
Does MYART supply a costume for my child? Costume requirements vary for each show. Depending on
the show and role, costumes can be supplied by MYART, created by individual cast members, or rented
from outside companies. You will likely be expected to assemble some elements of a costume or
multiple costumes, depending on the part. Costume guidelines and other information are provided to
the cast as a handout and posted in Downloadable Documents. The costume guidelines will be based
on Ensemble Groups, i.e., Amber, Burgundy, Cherry, Daisy, and Emerald, and will also include additional
costume guidelines for any Lead roles.
An example of a costume guideline is the costume designer will select the basic color scheme for the
show and often will specify certain colors to be worn only by certain lead characters. The designer may
also assign different colors to different classes of characters within the ensemble (such as the working
class and the wealthy). Specific types of hats, shoes, or other articles of clothing may be called for.
​
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Don’t break the bank! In assembling a costume, most cast members rely upon several sources. Often
items from closets at home can be used. Thrift stores, rummage sales, and surplus stores may also yield
appropriate items. Sometimes other cast members can be of help. In addition, making costume articles
from scratch may be a good option for those who are so inclined.

Lead Cast Mic Packs: If your child has a lead role, or a featured speaking part, it’s encouraged to
purchase a microphone pack similar to the one shown here. These are available through Amazon [Link
Here]. Be sure to put their name on it (metallic markers work great). If you aren’t sure that your child will
use a mic for the show, just ask in the Facebook Group, or have your child ask Dana or Brenna.

We’re Here to Help: Costuming may seem like a daunting responsibility at first, but it is just another
opportunity to express your creativity and individual style. At the Parent Meetings, parents will have the
opportunity to speak directly with the show costume designer and have all their questions answered.
Additionally, parents can post on the group's FaceBook page and tag the lead costume designer with
pics of their ideas to ensure you are on the right track. If you feel like you need specific help or ideas,
contact the show’s costume designer for assistance.

TECHNICAL “TECH” WEEK
What is Tech Week?
Tech week is the week leading up to the opening night of the show in which all of the technical
elements (such as costumes, lights, mics, sound, set, and makeup) are present during rehearsal and the
cast and crew are performing on the main stage for the first time. The show is in high gear preparing for
opening, and it is EXCITING & HECTIC! Tech week begins the “All Hands On Deck” change in pace for
the show. Rehearsals are nightly, and have the potential to run later than usual if needed, especially on
dress rehearsal nights. All backstage parent volunteer roles like stage crew, props, line
leaders/chaperones, costumes, makeup, microphones, etc. are in training during tech week to learn the
show cues. It is where the hard work of the cast begins to come to life and the energy in the theater is
an amazing experience.

Preparing for Tech Week & Beyond
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Knowing what to expect in Tech Week is a major part of the preparation. Call time (the time cast is
expected to be at the theater) is as early as 5 pm, and that may be challenging for some families.
Making arrangements and planning the week ahead of time will help in getting through tech week
successfully. Some tips for success:

● Prepare meals ahead or pack dinner for your child
● Have multiple under dressings on hand so you aren't doing daily loads of laundry
● If you have a lead or featured role, know when you need to be early for mic check
● Partner with a seasoned show parent that you can reach out to for specifics
● Ensure you are set up for the Remind notifications

Cast Expectations
● Be on time wearing your underdressing, and with all your required costume pieces. More details

are below in the What to Bring to Tech & Performances section.
● Must follow all of the rules of the theater. Remember that all staff members, backstage

assistants, and parent volunteers (chaperones, stage crew, etc.) are to be treated with respect
and listened to.

● If you are a lead or expected to be mic-ed up, also have your mic pack. A best practice is to bring
your mic pack to all tech rehearsals and performances, even if you are not scheduled to run your
lead.

● No eating or drinking anything that could get on your costume i.e., chocolate, fruit drinks,
Cheetos, etc.

● No performer is allowed to come to the lobby during intermission or the performance.

What to Bring to Tech & Performances
All Cast members must be responsible for their belongings. Please do not bring valuables to the
theater. All personal items (costumes, games, shoes, etc.) need to be labeled with the child’s first and
last name. We do not have replacement costumes for those that are lost or left at home. Bring all
labeled items in a bin or basket (some examples are shown below).

​
​
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Tech & Performance Details
All Cast Tech Week (1st few days): The first few days of tech week will not require costumes or
makeup. All cast members need to arrive at the theater and meet in the main auditorium and will be
seated in their ensemble groups, i.e., Amber, Burgundy, Cherry, Daisy, and Emerald. They will get a tour
of the theater and be shown where their designated check-in location is; different groups have different
locations in the theater where they will start/end their day.

Dress Rehearsals & Performances: After the first couple of theater rehearsals (run-throughs), the cast
will transition into dress rehearsals and then into performances. Dress Rehearsals have the same
expectation and responsibility as a performance.

Ensemble Cast: Arrive at the theater in their first costume (with the appropriate underdressings
underneath) and in the appropriate makeup. All other costumes, extra "touch up" make-up,
homework, books, busywork, games (no small pieces), cards, etc., should be in their labeled
bin/basket with the child’s name on it. Please check this bin/basket before you come to the
theater each day and before you leave the theater each night. This will prevent any personal
belongings from being left at home or the theater.

Lead Cast: On days that you are running your lead (tech week and performance), please arrive at
the scheduled “LEAD CALL TIME” which is typically 30-60 min before normal cast call time. The
order for Leads is:

1. Go to the mic table (backstage STAGE RIGHT) wearing only your underdressings. Have
your mic pack on.

2. Wait in the wings to be called for mic check (STAGE RIGHT) *mic check can occur anytime
during call time, depending on the cast lineup.

3. Go to Costume (below the stage) or put on Costume
4. Go to Hair & Makeup
5. Know your cues on when to go on stage

​
​Important Theater Note: No food, drinks (except water in sealed water bottles) candy, gum, or juices
are allowed in the theater or backstage.
​
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Parent Expectations
Parent Responsibility: MYART is not responsible for the performers before their scheduled call time,
after the performance, or between shows. Please plan and arrange rides, food, and supervision
accordingly.
Safety: Please do not leave any valuables in your car. Although we do our best to ensure the safety of
your car and belongings in the theater parking lot, we have had some challenges in the past. Be safe.
Director Rules: During Tech Week, parents are not allowed in the theater during rehearsals. Only the
cast and authorized volunteers are allowed in the theater. If you are a parent who wants to be in the
action, you are encouraged to get involved, and that is by signing up for a role during tech and
performances.

Parent Involvement
Parent involvement is mandatory for all cast members. The show relies on at least one parent
participating in the show. There are plenty of roles to fit any level of experience, from first-time to
veteran parents. The roles are separated into groups “Back Stage”, “Front of House” and “Other
Volunteer Roles”. Midway through rehearsals, a communication will be posted on the Facebook group
page with the link to SignupGenius for each role opportunity. Below is a guideline on what each role's
time commitment and expectations are.

Front of House Roles

Role Chair Time Commitment Expectations Notes

Concession Kym Forester PERFORMANCE dates only - Arrive one hour
before show time. Stay through intermission.

Arrange table for
purchases before the show
and at intermission, money
exchange, and clean up
after intermission.
Completion/Proof of
background check required.

2 people for each
performance.

Gifts Nicole
Strattman

PERFORMANCE dates only - Arrive 1.5 hours
before the show. Stay approx 30 minutes after
the show begins.

Set up a table, and money
transactions. Clean and
pack up the gift table at the
start of the show.
Completion/Proof of
background check required.

3 people for each
performance, and 4
people are needed for
Gala night.

Telegrams Nicole
Strattman

PERFORMANCE dates only - arrive 1 hour
prior to show. Stay through intermission.

Pack up/ deliver items to
performers backstage
during intermission.
Completion/Proof of
background check required.

2 ppl for each
performance. 3
people are needed for
Gala night.

Ticket
Window

Jackie
King-Niswand
er

PERFORMANCE dates only - Arrive 1 hour
before show. Stay approx. 30 minutes after the
show starts.

Sell tickets, money
exchange including credit
card transactions.
Completion/Proof of
background check required

2 ppl each show,
except for field trip
show where 5 ppl are
needed for checking in
camps.
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Usher TBD PERFORMANCE dates only - Arrive 1 hour
before the show. Stay for the duration of the
show.

Wear a white shirt and
black pants/skirt, Take
tickets, pass out programs,
direct audience members to
seats, monitor the audience
for filming/photography
during the performance,
and wear a white
shirt/black bottoms.
Proof/Completion of
background check required.

3 people are needed
for each performance.

50/50 Raffle Alyssa
LeCesne

Arrive 30 minutes before show time. Stay
through intermission.

Sell raffle tickets before the
show and during
intermission.
Completion/Proof of
background check required.

Back Stage Roles

Role Chair Time Commitment Expectations Notes

Chaperone TBD TECH and PERFORMANCE - Arrive 1.5 hours
before the show. Stay for the duration of the
show. Check-in and Check-out of all children
to parents/guardians. Attend at least 2
rehearsals during Tech Week.

Monitor children backstage,
assist with costume
changes/collection, and
bathroom escort.
Completion/Proof of
background check and child
abuse ID training required.

4 people needed for
each tech and each
performance

Line Leader Kerran Coffman
Lakin

TECH and PERFORMANCE - Arrive 1 hour before
the show. Stay for duration of the show. Attend at
least 2 rehearsals during Tech Week.

You will be provided a list of the
cues for the show and lead
children to/from offstage
positions. Completion/Proof of
background check and child
abuse ID training required.

4 people needed for
each tech and each
performance

Costumes /
Wardrobe

TBD TECH and PERFORMANCE - Arrive 1 hour
prior to show. Stay for duration of the show.
Attend at least 2 rehearsals during Tech
Week.

Arrange/distribute/collect/as
semble/launder costumes.
Sewing experience helpful,
but not necessary.
Completion/Proof of
background check and child
abuse ID training required.

3 people needed for
each tech and each
performance

Mic Parent Rebekah
Hasheminejad

TECH and PERFORMANCE - Arrive 1.5hrs
hour prior to show. Stay for duration of the
show thru cleanup. Attend at least 3
rehearsals during Tech Week.

Fitting and securing mics on
performers. Removing and
storing after the show.
Completion/Proof of
background check and child
abuse ID training required.

2-3 people needed for
each tech and each
performance.
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Prop Table TBD TECH and PERFORMANCE - Arrive 30 min
prior to the show. Stay the for duration of the
show. Attend at least 2 rehearsals during Tech
Week.

Arrange appropriate props
on the table, make sure
characters have them as
needed, and monitor the
table during performance,
pack props.
Completion/Proof of
background check and child
abuse ID training required.

2 people needed for
each tech and each
performance.

Stage
Crew/Fly
Dads

Knut Tran TECH and PERFORMANCE - Arrive 30 min
before the show. Stay for the duration of the
show. Attend at least 2 rehearsals during Tech
Week.

NOTE: Some shows will have flying. For a
show with flying, there will be mandatory
training the Friday before Tech begins.

Wear ALL black clothing,
move set pieces, and assist
with flying, if applicable
Training will be provided -
no experience necessary.
Must be comfortable
working in the dark.
Completion/Proof of
background check and child
abuse ID training required.

6-8 people are
needed for each tech
and each
performance.

Spotlight Jennie King TECH and PERFORMANCE - Arrive 30 min
before the show. Stay the for the duration of
the show. Attend at least 2 rehearsals during
Tech Week.

Wear long-sleeved
comfortable clothing. Will
sit up in a booth on the
balcony and will control the
spotlight during the show.
Completion/Proof of
background check and child
abuse ID training required.

1-2 people are
needed for each tech
and each
performance.

Other Volunteer Roles

Role Chair Time Commitment Expectations Notes

Set
Load-In/Strike

TBD A few hours the day before tech and/or a few
hours immediately following the show's
closing performance.

Be able to help load and
unload the set and transport
between Millikan HS in Long
Beach and the MYART
warehouse at 20202 State
Rd., Cerritos.

At least 6 people
needed for each date,
but the more the
merrier

Laundry TBD On your own time during the two weeks after the
show wraps.

Pick up MYART costumes
backstage in the
costume/wardrobe room upon
show closing night. Take home
MYART costumes, laundry, fold
and organize, and return to
MYART.

6 people needed to
help.
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Volunteer Requirements
All MYART volunteers (18 years and older) are required to do a background check. There is a small fee
of $25. However, if you have had a background check and can provide the results to MYART, we will
accept that as well. The link for the background check is www.verifiedvolunteers.com and enter the
Good Deed code t0qdmi0

MYART is a Youth Service Organization, wherein Assembly Bill 506) requires volunteers (18 years and
older) to complete training in child abuse and neglect identification and reporting. MYART has three
acceptable options to meet this requirement:

1. If you currently work in the capacity as a mandated reporter in your employment or are a
volunteer for another youth service organization (i.e.: Girl/Boy Scouts) and have completed
mandated/volunteer reporter training, you may provide proof of employment or certificate to
MYART.

2. You may take a FREE - 2 hour - online mandated reporter training course at your leisure, at
https://mandatedreporterca.com/training/volunteers. Once complete please provide a certificate
to MYART.

3. MYART will be offering a 1-hour in-person training at GRACE during rehearsal. Training dates
will be listed in the schedule when known.

All Training and Background Checks MUST be completed by the start of Tech Week.

NOTE – for those providing mandated reporter proof:
● While volunteering your time with MYART you are not a mandated reporter, even if you are

during your employment.
● Although volunteers are NOT Mandated Reporters by law, per MYART policies you are required

to report/discuss suspected abuse with the adult MYART staff on the premises. Adult MYART
staff ARE mandated reporters.

● The Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act (CANRA): California Penal Code 11165-11174.3,
requires mandated reporters to report suspected child abuse or neglect to any police, sheriff, or
the county child welfare department.

In addition to the volunteer expectations, each cast family is expected to donate a concession item to
sell at the concession stand during the performances. All items must be individually wrapped, sorry no
home-baked items are allowed. Typical donations include chips, candy, water, etc. More information will
show up in the Facebook feed and at the mandatory parent meeting held at the beginning of Tech
Week.
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PERFORMANCES | FIELD TRIP SHOW | GALA NIGHT
Field Trip Show
The Field Trip Show is a Friday mid-morning show that is performed for school aged children that are
attending as a field trip. All cast members are encouraged to be a part of this show; it is one of the best
audiences to perform for, and most cast say it’s their favorite. If you are interested in signing up for your
child’s school to attend the field trip show, there will be a flyer provided that you can use to provide to
your school administration or PTA. Most schools consider it an excused absence, and MYART provides
an excused absence form on Downloadable Documents to submit to their school. For cast members
that cannot perform for the field trip show, a conflict form must be submitted to Dana prior to the
completion of the performance schedule completion. Conflict forms are available at rehearsals on the
directors table, and can also be found on Downloadable Documents.

Gala Night
Gala is the official opening night! The cast will walk down the red carpet to the applause of parents and
friends. It’s typically accompanied by some extra flair not present at all other performances. It’s an
amazing energy, and even if your family and friends aren’t attending the show that evening, being there
before the show opens to see the cast and the energy is a great experience.

What to Know About Performances
​No parents, friends, family members, etc. are allowed backstage before, during, or after the performance
unless they are scheduled to volunteer at that show. Please meet your performers in the lobby or
outside after the show. The younger ensemble groups (Amber, Burgundy, and Cherry) require a parent
to sign them in and out at their designated check-in during tech week and performances.

Strict Video Rules: Due to copyright laws, photography, video, and/or audio recording of nearly all
MYART shows is strictly prohibited. Anyone caught recording in the theater will be told to stop
recording/photographing by an usher, and if they continue, they will be asked to leave the theater. Flash
photography is not allowed anywhere in the theatre, this is for the safety of our actors and for the
benefit of everyone watching the show. A professional photographer will be taking photographs during
tech rehearsals and performances and will have the pictures available for purchase during
performances. A videographer will record each performance and will make videos available for purchase
within a few months of the show.

Cast Can Meet Their Fans: A revered tradition of theatre is when performers meet their audience after
a performance. MYART encourages this tradition strongly. It’s a wonderful opportunity for performers to
strengthen relationships with loved ones. Performers who wish to meet their audience while still
wearing MYART provided costumes or pieces will be given 10 minutes in the auditorium after dismissal
to do so after they turn in their microphone.
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MYART Provided Costume Rules: Performers may not go outside of the theater while wearing MYART
provided costumes or pieces, they are required to return them before going outside the theater. This
policy is necessary to protect the large investment in time, effort, and resources MYART’s staff puts into
building costumes. It also allows the lead costume designers, who are volunteers, to join their own
families within a reasonable period of time. Please be courteous and be sure to return all costumes and
pieces to the costume room prior to going outside of the theater.
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